1 I use Evangelical to refer both to historic Protestantism as well as Pentecostalism and Neo-Pentecostalism. The players refer to themselves as Evangelicals and not NeoPentecostals. Brazilian scholars refer to various Evangelical congregations, whether traditional or more recently created ones, as the "Evangelical field." Within this field, they define Pentecostal congregations as being the denominations that "share the belief in a second and imminent coming of Christ and that believe they have access, in daily life, to the gifts and charismas of the Holy Spirit" (Novaes 1998: 7). Meanwhile, the Neo-Pentecostals are denominations that are characterized by: an "emphasis on war against the Devil and his entourage of fallen angels, seen mainly as part of the Afro-Brazilian and Spiritist cults; the preaching and promotion of the theology of prosperity; and greater flexibility in using visible stereotyped practices and habits of saintliness, which until recently served as symbols of conversion to Pentecostalism" (Mariano 1995: 28 The church that has hitherto gained the most notoriety is the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God, also known as IURD [UCKG] . In the 1980s, the UCKG began "the internationalization of its proselytizing, thus inverting the North-South direction of the missionary flow and Brazil's former condition as a destination for European and US missions" (Mariano 2010). The first country in which UCKG was established outside Brazil was the US (1986), followed by Uruguay (1989 ), Portugal (1989 , and Argentina (1990) . The expansion abroad went hand-in-hand with the growing emigration of nearly four million Brazilians. At the same time, other Neo-Pentecostal churches (Reborn in Christ, God is Love), directed by Brazilian pastors and bishops, also went global and are now located in some 180 countries.3 They all share the belief that intimate contact with the Holy Spirit allows them access to Jesus, a contact that is interpreted as being the 'possession of the Spirit.' The churches share the mission of converting the world to the Evangelical faith, and in order to accomplish this, they are managed as businesses and make extensive use of the mass media.
There is, however, something unique about the church in the Munich square: it was created by a football player, Jorginho, who has played a major role in the popularity of Evangelicalism among the players in the German Bundesliga. In addition to the predictable company of fellow Brazilians, including the leading striker Cacau, German players have also adhered to the Evangelical movement. Jorginho's church was initially one among many prayer groups created by players around the world. I found a similar group in Spain among the players of Celta de Vigo during ethnographic
